ESP Project: English, Level B2 ( 5th class)

Project suggestion: Brigitte Tanner, DeAnne Giger-Carter, Daniel Mareen and Aleksandar Popov

Debate: 

Level: B2

Skill: An Gesprächen teilnehmen

Focus: Ich kann in Diskussionen meine Ansichten durch Erklärungen, Argumente und Kommentare begründen und verteidigen.

Skill: Zusammenhängend sprechen

Focus: 1. Ich kann eine Argumentation logisch aufbauen und die Gedanken verknüpfen. 

            2. Ich kann eine Standpunkt zu einem Problem erklären und Vor- und Nachteile zu 

                 verschiedenen Möglichkeiten angeben.

Project length: 4 lessons

First session: 

 •Tell the class that they are going to conduct debates. 

• Distribute a list of useful phrases for expressing opinions, agreeing and disagreeing in a formal speech setting. 

• Do a preliminary exercise with the expressions. This can be oral or written. We suggest single sentences. There is no need to shape arguments at this point. 

• Form of the debate groups is explained: 

• Groups of five: one moderator, 2 members for, 2 members against an issue.

• Teacher writes six topics on the board. The topics should be general in nature and should have the potential to have both pro- and opponents. 

• Students sign up for the topic groups. 

• Students meet in groups for rest of hour and assign themselves the roles mentioned above. 

Second session:

• Students have the hour to research and prepare arguments, counterarguments, and possible responses to criticism of their proposed argumentative points. 

• Each group divides into three subgroups for this phase. The issue proponents work together, the opponents work together and the moderator prepares 2 or 3 questions or statements that the two contending pairs are to address. In addition the moderators should receive instructions from the teacher as to how to lead and moderate a fair debate. (Introduce the topic, give each side an equal chance to speak, stop any irrelevant or below-the-belt discourse, summary of arguments brought forth, etc)

Fourth and fifth sessions:

Each group conducts a 15- to 20-minute debate. Length may vary depending on interest and time. 

