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Tarr Steps from Dulverton 

The ancient bridge of Tarr Steps is a well-known visitor 
attraction but the beautiful wooded valley of the 
River Barle is also worth exploring for its wildlife. 
Combined with the heathland of Winsford Hill and 
its wild ponies, this makes a varied walk. 
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Tarr Steps ss 868322 
Tarr Steps is a 17 span clapper bridge (a bridge 

made of unmortared stone slabs), the longest 

of its kind in Britain. It was first mentioned 

inTudor times but may be much older. The 

river has silted up over the last Century and 

often now comes over the stones in times of 

flood. The bridge has had to be repaired several 

times as stones of up to two tonnes have been 

washed up to 50 metres downstream. 

Tarr Steps Woodlands ss 866323 

The woodlands aroundTarr Steps were made 

a National Nature Reserve in 2004. They are 

internationally significant for the Blosses, 

liverworts and hchens found here including a 

type of moss found in burrows, which appears 

to glow in the dark. The woods have a 

spectacular display of bluebell carpets in 

springtime. Dormice Kve amongst the mature 

hazel, blackberry and honeysuckle and Otters 

feed on fish, eels and amphibians along the 

unpolluted, unmodified river. A populär 

circular footpath route, known as the Jubilee 

Trail, runs upstream of the bridge. 

Nature Trail ss 8563 19 

The nature trail at Parsonage Farm is a private 

one supported by grants and assistance from 

National Park Authority volunteers. It is a 

County Wildlife Site and has a variety of plants 

and birds, plus red deer. Exmoor ponies are 

used to help keep down the scrub. The farm 

has one of the country's largest herds of 

Gloucester cattle - a rare breed. 

Winsford Hil l ss 892320 

Winsford Hill and its southern extension, South 

Hill, are leased and managed by the National 

Trust. It is home to the Anchor herd of Exmoor 

ponies. The pure-bred ponies have an anchor 

brand mark - the synibol of the Acland family 

who once preserved the breed in the former 

Royal Forest of Exmoor. The ponies are free 

living and are thought to be a race of wild 

horse rather than a breed. 

EXMOOR NATIONAL PARF 

Exmoor became Britain's eighth National Park i 
1954 and these walks were designed to celebrat 
its Golden Anniversary. 

The National Park Covers 267 Square miles c 
Somerset and Devon. It is a landscape of grea 
variety: f rom rugged, towering cliffs to gentl 
rounded hüls, wooded Valleys, colourful heath: 
wild grass moors and farming Hamlets and it 
home to nearly I 1,000 people. 

For further information contact Exmoor Nation; 
Park Dulverton Visitor Centre:Tel 01398 32384 
E-mail: NPCDu/verton@exmoor-notiono/parltgov.u 
Website: www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 
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